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Foundational Formation for Prison Ministry 

Module Six 
 

Focus 

1. Exploration of the meaning of re-entry ministry?  

▪ Reflection on spiritual and biblical significance of re-entry ministry. 

2. Topics Covered  

▪ Looking at Re-entry through the lens of Psalm 23 

o My life He brings Back 

o On Pathways of Justice – Restorative Justice 

o The Valley Death’s Dark Shadow and Closed Doors 

o Reconnecting – Restored Relationships  

o I fear no harm, for you are with me – Accompaniment 

o Re-entry as Relationship 

o Trust is essential  

o A Relational Bride & the rate of recidivism  

o Ensuring Freedom and Setting a Table  

o You moisten my head with Oil & the Bursts of Energy  

o Without a community of support – some return.  

o Re-entry – a biblical ministry  

▪ The CPMC Website – the Go-t0 Resource for the Ministry  

o Learn of upcoming events 

o Find lists of ministries 

o The Formation Tab – Guidance for Growth  

o How is one pastorally present to the incarcerated? 

▪ How does one accompany the incarcerated?  

▪ This is the just the beginning... 
 

Assignments for this Module  
 

View: 

▪ Jail and Prison Ministry 101 – Session 6: Skills/Knowledge Formation II  

https://youtu.be/grf_hRTpaw4  

Read: 

▪ Reflection booklet: Prison Ministry 101 – Session 6 Love: Knowledge/Skills Formation II 

https://www.nacc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Prison-Ministry-101-Session-6-Booklet.pdf   
▪ Messengers of Hope: A Catholic Prison Ministry Training Resource, Dismas Ministry – 8, 9, 12,16, 22,23  

 https://www.nacc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Module-6-Messengers-of-Hope-pp.-8-9-12-16-22-

23.pdf  

Write Answers to these Reflection Questions for Journal of Learning (to share during session) 

1. Can you name, the three essentials for sustaining this ministry that Father Dustin shared? 

2. What Psalm does Father Dustin use to reflect on the spiritual meaning of re-entry ministry?   

3. True or False – In the biblical tradition, justice is always about restoring God’s intended desire 
for His creation. 

4. Name two “closed doors” that so many returning citizens face when they come back into 
society?  

5. Discuss with your mentor what is meant by “re-entry is a relational ministry” 

https://youtu.be/grf_hRTpaw4
https://www.nacc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Prison-Ministry-101-Session-6-Booklet.pdf
https://www.nacc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Module-6-Messengers-of-Hope-pp.-8-9-12-16-22-23.pdf
https://www.nacc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Module-6-Messengers-of-Hope-pp.-8-9-12-16-22-23.pdf
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6. Approximately what percentage of those who leave will return to prison? 50% B) 60% C) 70% 

D) 80% E) 90% 

7. What does Father Dustin say is the main mission of re-entry?  Explain.  

8. True or False:  Re-entry is a biblical ministry in which we are accompanying the exile back into 

the land.  Explain your answer. 

9. Can you name some of the types of resources you found on the CPMC website? 

a. Learn about upcoming events 

b. List of the ministries around the country 

c. The Formation Tab – and guidance for growth 

10. How do you plan to continue your formation and your growth in this ministry? 
 

Criminal Justice Ministry Pastoral Care Competencies1 Related to This Module 

3.5 Moral theology and Catholic social teaching. Know and integrate into ministerial practice a 2 theology of 

the moral life, including Catholic social teaching for the transformation of Church and society.  

3.5.1 Knows what the Church teaches regarding the moral life and supports a consistent ethic through all 

stages of life, as stated in the Ethical Directives.  

3.5.2 Knows the key components of Catholic Social Teaching.  

3.5.3 Subscribes to the professional code of ethics, if applicable.  
 

4.2 Foster a pastoral ministry that empowers people to enculturate the Gospel in their own culture and to 

foster unity in diversity in the Catholic Church by utilizing human, spiritual, theological, and pastoral 

approaches proper to each culture.  

4.2.2 Understand the unique relational dynamics of the cultures encountered in inmates. 
 

4.5 Work effectively with others through utilizing leadership skills of collaboration, visioning, planning, 

communication, decision making, delegation, and conflict management.  

4.5.1 Provide experiential and service-learning which respects and is sensitive to the needs of the individual 

and the community. 
 

Other Helpful Resources Mentioned for Enrichment: 

Webinars mentioned:  

▪ CPMC Webinar: Restorative Justice with People Impacted by Incarceration CPMC Webinar @ 

https://youtu.be/tR-Qa_ShEig  
 

Websites and Resources 

▪ Webinar: Re-Entry: Working To Create A Culture Of Encounter And Hospitality @ 

https://www.catholicprisonministries.org/webinar/re-entry-working-to-create-a-culture-of-encounter-

andhospitality  

▪ See Stories Of Re-Entry After Incarceration – This video was recorded at the 2018 National Catholic Prison 

Ministry Conference held October 12-13, 2018 in Milwaukee, WI, and was generously made available by 

Dismas Ministry on the CPMC website at @ https://www.catholicprisonministries.org/webinar/curtis-

gibsonand-joshua-stancil-share-their-personal-story-of-re-entry-after-incarceration  

▪ A good introduction to Restorative Justice: Harm, Healing, and Human Dignity, A Catholic Encounter with 

Restorative Justice, Adapted by Caitlin Morneau @ https://litpress.org/Products/6416/Harm-Healing-

andHuman-Dignity  

 
1For full list of Criminal Justice Ministry Pastoral Care Competencies click here for English and here for Spanish. 

https://youtu.be/tR-Qa_ShEig
https://www.catholicprisonministries.org/webinar/re-entry-working-to-create-a-culture-of-encounter-andhospitality
https://www.catholicprisonministries.org/webinar/re-entry-working-to-create-a-culture-of-encounter-andhospitality
https://www.catholicprisonministries.org/webinar/curtis-gibsonand-joshua-stancil-share-their-personal-story-of-re-entry-after-incarceration
https://www.catholicprisonministries.org/webinar/curtis-gibsonand-joshua-stancil-share-their-personal-story-of-re-entry-after-incarceration
https://litpress.org/Products/6416/Harm-Healing-andHuman-Dignity
https://litpress.org/Products/6416/Harm-Healing-andHuman-Dignity
https://www.nacc.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Criminal-Justice-Pastoral-Care-Competencies.v3.pdf
https://www.nacc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Competencias-del-Cuidado-Pastoral-del-Ministerio-de-Justicia-Criminal.pdf

