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Over the past three years (2016-2019), the Na�onal Associa�on of Catholic Chaplains (NACC ) along with

several other Catholic Ministry Associa�ons including, the Catholic Prison Ministries Coali�on, and

(arch)diocesan representa�ves have partnered to create na�onal competencies and forma�on

resources for pastoral care ministers who provide spiritual, emo�onal and sacramental support to the

most vulnerable in diverse se�ngs (homes, senior residences, correc�onal/prisons, health care and

others). Prison Ministry 101 is a product of this effort.
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Introduc�on to Speaker for this session:
Father Dustin Feddon wants to be known as the executive director and founder of Joseph

House (https://www.josephhouseus.org/ ) He also serves in pastoral ministry to the

incarcerated throughout North Florida. And his work especially focuses on those who are in

solitary confinement. In addition to this, he serves Saint Elizabeth parish, Crawfordsville and

Sacred Heart in Lanark village in the diocese of Pensacola-Tallahassee. In addition to all of this,

he teaches philosophy at St Vincent de Paul Regional Seminary and prior to entering the

priesthood had received his PhD in the study of religion with a focus in the area of philosophy

and ethics from Florida State University. He comes with a background from other religious

traditions, which has proven helpful in his work among the prisoners.
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Prayer – Spiritual Forma�on II
Well, Father George began his hour with a prayer. I'm going to begin my hour with a reading

from scripture. So perhaps the next hour we'll begin with communion, and call it Mass. Only

kidding! This hour, I will be speaking on being a minister in representing the Church. Father

George talked about, in a very powerful way, the presence of Christ among the incarcerated.

And I would like for us to think through a little bit more of what it means to be the presence of

the Church, of, of that space in which God has already begun the work of reconciling the world

and all of creation to himself. And that comes from, the Jesuit priests, French Jesuit Henri de

Lubac had this, this beautiful imagery of, of the Church as that beginning place within God's

creation where the work of reconciliation, has already begun.

And so, two themes, throughout, this session will be: The Church as the sign of reconciliation

and also the Church in terms of missionary discipleship. We’ve heard a lot about missionary

discipleship from Pope Francis and, and from many other leaders and missionaries. All of the

faithful are called to become missionary disciples.

Lec�on Divina – Exodus Chapter 3
I would like to begin this talk with Lectio Divina of a very peculiar passage that is not often

thought of as the go-to place when meditating and reflecting on the realities of the Church and

of us, as a community of this sign of reconciliation. But, nevertheless, I would like to read a

brief passage from Exodus chapter three. And this is that infamous passage, where Moses

encounters God, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, in the burning Bush. Let’s begin with

this reading beginning in Exodus chapter three, verse one.

Session 2:  Prayer - Spiritual Formation II

What is one’s motives for this ministry? This explores the roots of this ministry in the Catholic

tradition, and the relational nature of this ministry.
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“And Moses was herding the flock of Jethro, his father in law, priest of Midian. And he drove

the flock into the wilderness and came to the mountain of Horeb. And the Lord's messenger

appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of the bush. And he saw, and he looked. The

Bush was burning with fire and the Bush was not consumed. “

Pause at this moment - When I was teaching a class on the Pentateuch at a large correctional

facility, just South of Tallahassee, with about 30 inmates. We were doing a Lectio of this

passage and we shared our insights. One insight that all of us had was that, at this point in the

passage, Moses could have kept walking. He could've ignored the burning bush, and yet

Moses's curiosity drove him to get nearer to this bush to discover what is the phenomenon of

this mysterious burning Bush that is not being consumed. And so I think for all of us, as, as

ministers, as those that are involved in, especially in, in prison ministry, that, we should always

begin, I believe, our ministry with, the work of the imagination with curiosity as to what is the

work that God is doing through each one of us, through his community, through the Church at

this moment.

So, Moses decides not to keep walking. Rather Moses says, picking up here again/ And Moses thought, let

me turn aside that I may see this great sight, why the bush does not burn up.

And the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see Him. So, in this moment, God notices

Moses's interest. God observes the curiosity of Moses, and that Moses has decided to draw

closer to the Bush. In a way, here we already begin to see the emerging relationship between

God and Moses. And I believe that we can easily insert ourselves into this passage and see

ourselves beginning in relationship with God. So, God sees Moses. And then God called to him

from the midst of the bush and said, “Moses, Moses.” And Moses said, “Here I am.” Now,

missionary discipleship, a willingness to be used no matter our flaws, no matter our histories,

no matter all of the different obstacles, perhaps, is that readiness and that willingness to serve.

That willingness to serve is at the very core of any ministry.
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The pattern is:  whenever someone
encounters God, God sends them on a
mission   
-- Father Dustin  from Lectio on Exodus 3  

And God said, “Come no closer here. Take off your sandals from your feet, for the place you

are standing on is Holy ground.” And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face for he was afraid

to look upon God. And the Lord said, “I indeed have seen the abuse of my people that is in

Egypt. And it's outcry because of its taskmasters. I have heard, for I know it's pain.” This is

that moment in which God reveals, begins the unveiling of his very innermost identity. That is

the supreme revelation of who God is in the old Testament. The God who is the great God,

Yahweh, of the people of Israel. But it is always important for us to see, that as the Church, that

very calling, and some might use the term, the election of the Church, is not simply because of

our superiority or because of our purity. We are called to become a Church because God has a

mission.

And this moment, God is beginning to reveal himself through the suffering of his people. And I

find that my Bishop (Bishop Walk) made this observation: that in this moment, God doesn't say

simply I know their pain, but rather I know the pain from which they are suffering. That God

himself is aware of the extent to which they suffer and from what it is that they suffer. So, we

know that God is a God who desires to reveal himself as a God who identifies himself with

those that are suffering the most. And so, at this moment, God does reveal himself fully to

Moses.

Prison Ministry 101 Prayer - Spiritual Forma�on II
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But this encounter with Moses is not only Moses coming to know God, but Moses coming to

know the mission in which God is sending him. And there are so many other occurrences in, in

the old Testament and as in the correctional setting where I serve. When we Lectio different

passages throughout the Pentateuch, many of the men there noticed this as well. The pattern

is:  whenever someone encounters God, God sends them on a mission.

No one ever just simply encounters God then stays there. But rather, when anyone would

encounter God, God would have a mission for them sending out. And so, it is with us, as the

Church. I believe that, in terms of prison ministry, we are being sent into these facilities, with a

mission, a mission hopefully that we ourselves have already encountered the God of Moses

and the God of Jesus Christ.

Lumen Gen�um
I would like to also read from a passage very briefly from a second Vatican council document,

Lumen Gentium, the Light to the Gentiles. This passage emphasizes the missionary

dimensions of the Church. In this passage, there is an ongoing kind of description of, of all the

different names and functions of the Church. We read in Lumen Gentium Chapter 6:

Often the Church has also been called the building of God.(34) The Lord Himself

compared Himself to the stone which the builders rejected, but which was made into the

cornerstone.(35) On this foundation the Church is built by the apostles,(36) and from it

the Church receives durability and consolidation. This edifice has many names to

describe it: the house of God (37) in which dwells His family; the household of God in

the Spirit;(38) the dwelling place of God among men;(39) and, especially, the holy

temple.
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And, this is what I would like to just emphasize, the Church is the dwelling place of God among

humanity. The Church should be not an escape valve, looking to escape from the world, but

rather rooted deeply within the world and all of its realities. In my experience, prison ministry

from the very beginnings of my work in the prisons, gave me insight into so many of the

societal ills that surround us on all sides.

And, this is what I would like to just emphasize,
the Church is the dwelling place of God among
humanity

— Father Dustin on Lumen Gentium 

It was many ways, in prison that I saw the effects that dire poverty has on people and on

families and on communities. It was there that I was exposed, in new ways, to the very depths

of racism. Sometimes, depending on the area code that you come from, the percentage of

your likelihood to end up incarceration and incarcerated increases. And then certainly, and

perhaps at a very profound level, the degrees in which so many people in our communities

suffer from abuse, physical abuse, emotional abuse, and spiritual abuse. It is no secret that

there is a national crisis in our prisons, correctional facilities and county jails. Whether it's

institutional abuse, questionable guilt, recidivism, disproportionate sentencing to the actual

crimes that are committed, cruel and unusual punishment, or primitive forms of healthcare and

education.
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This societal, and political disaster is not going away anytime soon. We, as a Church, are left

with what has been a catastrophe in our society. But I believe that we, probably unlike any

other community, are called to serve those that have been most affected by these

catastrophes. The challenges facing our penal system is multilayered to be sure. Perhaps just

as a sidebar, a resource to consider, one among many, there are many other books that have

been published, addressing similar themes. I would recommend seeing Michelle Alexander's

the New Jim Crow for a detailed look at the sundry injustices in the American criminal justice

system.

One area, however, that falls within the realm of the Church and the mission of the faithful as

described throughout the second Vatican council and perhaps through multiple documents

coming from our popes over the, the years.

A Rela�onally Oriented Ministry
Pastoral ministry is a relationally oriented ministry. Pastoral ministry takes relationships, as

what is primary, not goals, not outcomes, but relationship as end unto itself. We are called to

extend that relationship that we have with God certainly and through the Church out to those

that are impoverished, in so many ways from relationships. This to me is, is front and center in

the work that we have in prison ministry before us. Given our ongoing crisis within the criminal

justice system, there are multifaceted forms of volunteer services in prisons. This is often the

case that I experience in the Panhandle in North Florida. And I would imagine many others

could speak to this as well. That there is no shortage of prisoners. What there is, is great need

for is prison volunteers.
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Oftentimes I hear chaplains telling me, please send us members of your Church, send us

anyone. We need volunteers. This is something that the, we could talk about a little bit later, but

there is a great challenge just getting into the system. It is one thing to recognize the need. It is

another thing to go through the hoops in order to enter a prison. But nonetheless, it is a

challenge that we as a Church, have to face. It is a challenge that we can well meet, given the

number of parishes that are located close to these different correctional facilities.

Church as a �eld Hospital
And the last image that I would like to use in describing the Church and the mission of the

Church and our work as representatives of the Church is Pope Francis's “field hospital.” Pope

Francis said this in an interview at the beginning of his papacy. He said that the Church, amid

the realities of the world is called to service. He said, clearly, that the thing that the Church

needs most today is the ability to heal wounds and to warm the hearts of the faithful. It needs

near-miss proximity.

He said, “I see the Church as a field hospital after battle. It is useless to ask a seriously injured

person if he has high cholesterol and about the level of his blood sugars. You must heal his

wounds, then we can talk about everything else. You must start from the ground up.” In this

excerpt from his interview, what I hear, correlates very well with the needs of prison ministry.

We are in a battle in an aftermath of a battle. Yes.

Well, when you were talking about the burning bush and Moses turning, you know, it was a

cold day/ God approached Moses with something that Moses needed, and you know, that's

why he got his attention. So, God gets our attention because he knows what we need.
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And so, Pope Francis is saying, heal this wound, make him warm. making clothes. What

would I hear in this passage from Pope Francis, is - one, the recognition that a battle has taken

place. And of course, Pope Francis is speaking globally, that we live in a culture of death. That

there is so many forces that dehumanize people. Whether it's economic injustice, wars,

segregation or the criminal justice system. We'll get into numbers later of the extent to which

mass incarceration is a catastrophe. I think, it conjures images of a battle. And here we are.

There are these two things that Pope Francis is saying here: one proximity. This is that

relational dimension of this ministry. And therefore, I appreciate so much what Father George

was saying in the last hour, that we don't go into prisons prescribing rules. I certainly don’t go in

judging, looking to turn people into saints. I also, don't go into prison proselytizing, because as,

as many of you probably have experienced, there is enough proselytizing going on in prisons.

I've had multiple men tell me that the one thing that they really appreciate about our

conversations is that I don't start by talking to them about God, but rather I ask them about

their families. I asked them about how they're doing, what are they reading, where they're from.

Tell me a little bit about the communities that you come from. And hopefully, I do that because I

genuinely am interested. I am curious. I think that this notion of missionary discipleship - where

we work through our curiosity is very key.
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And so, when Pope Francis says, that we don't ask about their high cholesterol, and we're not

checking their blood sugars. We're simply healing their wounds. I think the, the field house

metaphor is a great metaphor in thinking about prison ministry because we're extending the

Church into an area, into a zone where there are so many illnesses, so many spiritual illnesses

and desolation. And we are, you might say, nurses. God knows we have a lot to learn from

nurses. The way in which they attend to patients and care for patients with one objective to

make them better, to heal them. And so, it should be in prison ministry.

A great witness throughout my time in prison ministry, has been, whom we now know as Saint

Oscar Romero. Oscar Romero was Archbishop in El Salvador in the 1970s, during a period of

time in which there were so many different forms of human and political catastrophes. It was in

the 1970s that amid this societal crisis and great violence that Romero wrote that the mission

of the Church was to continue the work of Christ in human history. The mission of the Church

is to continue the work of Christ. To put it simply, we're picking up where Christ left off. We're

doing that within the realities of the history that we live in the context that we live in at this

moment. Romero noted that Jesus entered into human history in a particular moment in time

and denounced all of those who made of their power, a means to keep the weak and the

powerless in a state of oppression rather than to serving them.

Many things in the Church have changed in recent years: changes in the liturgy, changes in the

role of the laity, in religious life, in training in seminaries and so on. And this to me is key,

Romero said, the fundamental change in our history is the change that explains all others. And

that is the change that has happened in this new relationship between the Church and the

world.
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The fundamental change in our history is the
change that explains all others. And that is the
change that has happened in this new relationship
between the Church and the world.

—  Oscar Romero - quoted by Father Dustin 

We enter the Steel Gates to Serve
The Church looks upon the world with new eyes, not as something to dominate, but rather

something to serve. And then, understanding this, we can understand prison ministry and the

working of missionary discipleship through the Church. When we enter those steel Gates, that

we are entering a facility to serve and to serve alone.

As I mentioned at the beginning, what, this ministry has taught me is about how to become a

better servant. I'll share some stories throughout this training about this. My first encounter, in a

correctional facility was with Dale Recinella taking me to four prisons, to death row in Florida. I

still remember that evening. It was an ominous evening with thunderstorms surrounding the

facility. And I just kept thinking: “What am I going to say? How am I going to talk to the people?

How should I talk to the men that I'm going to be visiting? What possibly might we have in

common?” And then I started thinking, well, I'm going to have to talk to them about the gospel.

I'm going to have to talk to them about redemption and grace and forgiveness. And I had no

idea what to expect in terms of conversation. And I remember, Dale telling me, as we were

walking. He basically said, “Your objective and what is going to happen here, is that you're

essentially going onto the front porch of a person's home, and you're striking up a conversation

with them. Just treat it like that.”
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That did put me to ease a little bit, but it still didn't solve my dilemma. But what I did find out that

evening, as I visited probably about 70 cells, was that most of the men that I visited simply

wanted to talk about the recent college football games that were taking place. Many of them

were nervous about, you know, various elections happening throughout the state. Some of

them wanted to talk about a recent letter that they received from their mother or their father.

Some of them wanted to talk about the Church and some of them wanted to talk about faith.

But for most of them, what was shocking to me - and what I think should be shocking to so

many in our society that view these individuals as through the prism of law and order, and our

detective criminal shows on television oftentimes paint them as monsters - What should be

most shocking to us is how ordinary the conversations can be. There is a sense that “we're all

in this together.” There is a sense of solidarity that they're having conversations that I'm having,

and, and in that way, it breaks down the walls that we might oftentimes think divide us in this

type of relational approach to ministry.

It's Fundamentally about Rela�onships; We are
created for Communion
When I talk about relational dimension of ministry, it’s being fundamental, I say this also from a

deeply theological and spiritual perspective. We Christians work from the given presupposition

that we are created for others, that we are created by a God who is himself a relationship. And

this God, the Triune God, has imbued deeply within the structures of our universe, a

personalistic orientation to his creation. That is to say that we are created for dialog, that we are

created for communion. One might even say that we are created for compassion. What our

present-day practices in the criminal justice system indicates is a fundamental belief, that

human persons are atomistic. That is, that they are solitary individuals, not created ultimately

for relationships.
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In many ways we see this at a very destructive form in how the system uses solitary

confinement. I'll talk about that, in a little bit. We need robust reforms in this area.

Let’s consider the ways in which, we as a Church, are tasked with this mission to bring

communion, to bring relationship to those that are incarcerated. We do so in many ways as

missionaries, again of a God who is relationship, of our Trinitarian God. I am certain that most

of us who have dedicated time in prison ministry. And by the way, I'll just pause here for a

moment to say that, in my work in ministry, and, we could probably find parallels in other sites

of ministry. I have found, oftentimes, that going into nursing homes is, in a way, on par with

going into prisons. In fact, I will say it, that it was in one particular nursing home that I visited

where I saw degrees of loneliness that has never seen before.

And so, the phenomenon’s that we encounter and experience in prisons has parallels to other

facilities and other sites of pastoral ministry. I'm so certain that so many of us that have been

involved in relationally oriented ministries but, as specifically in prison ministry, can vouch for

me when I say that a great number of those incarcerated are in one way or another are

orphaned and bereft of familial connections. In fact, I oftentimes think the greatest kind of

prophetic word that we can use and our missionary work among the incarcerated, is knowing

that God always sides with the orphans and the widows. Most men that I visit with in prisons

are essentially orphan.

That's not an exaggeration. Sadly, among the incarcerated, it is not uncommon to hear of lives

that have been shattered by domestic violence, whether it is physical, sexual, or emotional

abuse. One inmate on death row told me that his mother refuses to visit him because she

believes that I am, “already a dead man.” You can only imagine the rage turned to despair that

plagues those devastated by untold grief over childhoods lost to violence and neglect for them

to perpetuate this destruction.
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In fact, I oftentimes think the greatest kind of
prophetic word that we can use and our missionary
work among the incarcerated, is knowing that God
always sides with the orphans and the widows.
Most men that I visit with in prisons are essentially
orphan.

—  Father Dustin, on the  greatest kind of prophetic word to the incarcerated...

This type of deep trauma cannot be corrected simply by psychotropic medications alone, and

most certainly not by trite religious sentimentalism. We must find a way to acknowledge their

grief and witness it. I know that Father George will speak to this in a little bit. All the more of the

reason to simply be a presence, the presence of Christ to these individuals, to these women,

and to these men in the midst of their pain because we know that truth be told, it is a mystery if

these, that it is a mystery in such a way that it can never be corrected or as though even

correcting should be its goal.

We are not going into prisons to �x people
We're not going into prisons to fix people. Perhaps, the large part of our task in terms of this

missionary discipleship in a relationally oriented ministry is to simply acknowledge their history

with brutal honesty. We’re not to undermine it with pseudo religious speak, that seeks to tidy up

the untidy edges of raw human pain. After all, how do we respond when an inmate tells us that

he just received a Christmas card from his mother who relayed that this would be the last time

she would write him because the trouble that it causes her. I actually had that conversation

within individual at Florida state prison.
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What I would like to now just speak on briefly, is the value of scripture and tradition, as I

mentioned during the beginning of this session in the Lectio. I've tried different classes and

different ways of engaging those that are incarcerated. So much of my work in prisons, by the

way, most men that I serve are not Catholic. Most come from Protestant traditions. Many of

them are Muslims. Many of them are, Black Hebrews, Messianic Jews. So, if ever you want a,

a very vast and rich cultural experience go into prisons and jails. You encounter all sorts of

traditions. What I did find was that I was able to offer a class on Paul and I offered a class on

the Old Testament and the men came out in droves. And the degree of participation in that

class rivals, in fact, I would say, outdid, any class that I ever taught at the university.

Great hunger for engaging in stories or narra�ve
The hunger for engaging in stories or narrative is vast for so many of these men. To be able to

wonder again in, in an environment that is certainly not aesthetically pleasing and where they

oftentimes see simply the worst experiences in our culture. To be able to tell stories and to be

able to allow them to tell stories and then to engage in those stories, I find to be critical. And I

won't go into detail here for the sake of time, but I will say that our Scripture, our canon, is really

ripe with opportunities for us to engage those that are incarcerated through study. This is

especially when you consider the fact that so much of our Scripture, certainly the old

Testament, and I would even say the New Testament was written and emerge out of the

destruction of a temple and the deportation and the exile of the people and of their

communities. We hear so often about prisoners. We hear so often about confinement

throughout the prophets.
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So much of our tradition and our scripture emerges at the site of trauma and disasters. But it is

out of those stories of weeping by the rivers of Babylon and amid that destruction, that stories

of redemption and a promise and of hope begins to emerge. For this reason, I find Sacred

Scripture oftentimes, being an opportunity again to just simply speak and not just religious

speak. Oftentimes scripture can be a place in which we can meditate and address issues of

raw pain because so much of the Bible was composed, by the end, through the experiences of

individuals experiencing severe degrees of violence and an isolation. We, as a Church, can

and should be a chorus that oftentimes takes up the cries and laments of the women and the

men in prisons and gives it a narrative context, a larger story in which all of us are being

enveloped in and telling the story through our lives.

What I learned about the Eucharist and
Reconcilia�on
I would like to finish here, for the next couple of minutes with, speaking on the Eucharist and on

reconciliation in the Eucharist as a sign of reconciliation. And I would like to do, by just sharing,

very briefly here, an encounter that I had a couple of months ago when I was asked to provide

last rites to an inmate, at a Florida state prison. I didn't really know this individual well. This

particular prisoner was Catholic. A Catholic prison chaplain there at Florida state prison, Dale

Recinella, had really accompanied this inmate for probably about 10 years and knew him very,

very well. I was asked to come in and to provide the last rites to this inmate. And I had been to

the prison multiple a times prior to this, but walking into the gates, this day, it reminded me of

the first time that I entered these gates and thinking I don't know what I'm going to say. I

thought, I don't know what I can possibly say to this individual as he was literally about six

hours from being executed by the state.

Page 18



Prison Ministry 101 Prayer - Spiritual Forma�on II

And, as I descended down really into the bowels of this, of this prison, where the death house

is, where inmates are waiting there, I came on onto the cell there. There was a Dale the

chaplain and this gentleman who was in his cell, and probably in his mid to late fifties, and they

were talking about a reminiscing about some of their prior conversations over the years. And I

started trying to get to know the inmate there. And, my own weakness, my nervousness really

showed. I found, at one very beautiful moment where this inmate, acknowledged my anxiety

and just said that it was OK. I would allow that he would allow me to do what it was that I

needed to do there. Then for after we acknowledged my anxiety and my uncertainty of how all

of this would go, we started talking about this inmate's mother. His one concern before the

execution was how she would comprehend what was happening. She was older and were

showing signs of early stages of dementia. How would she come to understand what was

about to happen that night?

And as we talked about family and mothers and, and our fathers. And that short brief of time of

conversation, it led to us to be able to share in communion. And as we shared in communion in

this moment for about four or five minutes in which I gave communion to this inmate and to

Dale the chaplain. And it struck me in this moment because, here we were, simply having

communion and sharing signs of peace precisely now in which these guards and this

institution, was preparing for this man's execution. So here we were - extending our hands,

saying peace be with you, at a moment in which everything else surrounding us is intending

this person's destruction.

The liturgy, in times in which I have felt incapable of saying anything or doing anything without it

becoming ritualistic, can actually provide us with that narrative, with the words to say, with the

actions in ways that are extraordinarily authentic and bring meaning at that moment. And then

at that moment for us, we shared communion as a family.
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And so what was intended to be, a period of isolation and perhaps all the signs of his impending

death, there was at least a moment in which the Eucharist was able to bring the sign of

reconciliation, the true reality that God has already begun the work of reconciling heaven and

earth of reconciling humanity to himself. And he does that, through us sinners who at times

may feel the most inadequate and incapable of being able to be a sign of reconciliation.

Restoration is what God desires. We hear this throughout
the scriptures. God's justice is not vengeance, but as
restorative in God's justice, mercy begins to do its work
and always it works to heal evil and to restore the good.

— Father Dustin  on What I learned about Reconciliation and  Eucharist

It's about Restora�on
Finally, let us think of this. When we hear this from St. Augustine in his book City of God. He

meditates on this powerful sign of restoration. Saint Augustine, notes that evil is eradicated, not

by the removal of the nature in which it has arisen, or in any part of it, but by the healing and the

correction of the nature which has become vile and deprived.

Restoration is healing. It is a sign that God's work has already begun. The process of being

performed in acted within us and through his Church. The process of restoration for us, for us,

called to prison ministry has fallen upon us, the shoulders of volunteers, of clergy, of chaplains

who have dedicated their time to serving our incarcerated sisters and brothers and for us. Then

we become the sign of God's reconciliation.
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And finally, I can think of no other place in my ministry where that sign of reconciliation, the sign

that God is already beginning the process of restoring his creation to his kingdom than what I

encounter in the faces of those that I serve in prison. So that will conclude this hour and we'll

take a 10-minute break, prepare for father George's next talk.  Thank you.

Ques�ons for Re�ec�on:
1. What are some key lessons about the call to prison ministry that you discerned from

Father Dustin’s lectio on Exodus 3 and the call of Moses?

2. What does it mean to say that pastoral care ministry, and prison ministry in particular, is

a relationally oriented ministry?

3. What does Pope Francis’ image of the Church as a field hospital have to do with Prison

Ministry?

4. According to Fr. Dustin, what did Saint Oscar Romero say is the one change since

Vatican II that helps explain all other changes since the council?

5. What does Father Feddon say about our Catholic Church tradition and the great hunger

for story and narrative in the prison setting?

6. What does Father say about Eucharist and Reconciliation? Is there a lesson there for

you?

7. Discuss with a mentor or sponsor:  We are not fundamentally going into prison to fix

people?
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Helpful Resources: 
Printed/ Required

  Messengers of Hope, Dismas Ministry

Men�oned:
 Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, Lumen Gentium

SOLEMNLY PROMULGATED BY HIS HOLINESS, POPE PAUL VI, ON NOVEMBER

21, 1964 - http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-

ii_const_19641121_lumen-gentium_en.html

 On the Proclamation of the Gospel in Today’s World (Evangelii Gaudium), Pope Francis -

http://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-

francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium_en.pdf

 

https://dismasministry.org/product/messengers-of-hope/ 

 The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness, by Michelle

Alexander, The New Press, New York, 2010.  

 https://www.amazon.com/New-Jim-Crow-Incarceration-

Colorblindness/dp/1595586431/ref=sr_1_3?

crid=1I68S29DETQGP&keywords=the+new+jim+crow+by+michelle+alexander&qid=

1573487899&sprefix=the+new+jim+crow%2Caps%2C300&sr=8-3

City of God, St. Augustine of Hippo 

https://www.amazon.com/City-Penguin-Classics-Augustine-Hippo/dp/0140448942/ref=sr_1_3?

crid=1F06IAYSNTWH2&keywords=city+of+god+augustine&qid=1573492508&sprefix=City+of+God%2C

3
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Websites: 
 https://www.catholicprisonministries.org/ - See especially “Seeking to Minister”   

 https://www.catholicprisonministries.org/seeking-to-minister/#formation-resources   

 https://www.catholicprisonministries.org/resources/  See especially Jail and Prison

Ministry 101 and become familiar with the resources for those ministering in jails and

prisons.   

 https://www.josephhouseus.org/ - Joseph House
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Prison Ministry 101
Session II

Prison Ministry 101 is a training program is offered in collaboration with the
Catholic Prison Ministry Coalition and the National Association of
Catholic  Chaplains  as part of their Partners in Pastoral Care Project.

This training program  is an introduction to prison pastoral care ministry, focusing
on the spiritual, pastoral care, and skill/knowledge formation needed for this
ministry. It will include one’s own discernment for this ministry, an emphasis on the
unique spiritual, psycho-social, and ministerial needs of the incarcerated, and the
diverse relationships that need to be nurtured. This 6-session program will provide
foundational knowledge and the practical tools needed for successful prison
ministry in order to form the next generation of professional prison chaplains.   

As a result of this program, participants will:    
1) Be introduced to prison ministry with an emphasis one’s own discernment for
this ministry, as well as the unique spiritual, psycho-social and ministerial needs of
the incarcerated.   
2) Learn core knowledge and practical tools needed for successful prison ministry.
  
3) Hopefuly consider joining and inviting others to join the next generation of
professional prison chaplains.

Session  2:  Pray   - Spiritual Formation

What is one’s motives for this ministry? This explores the roots of this ministry in
the Catholic tradition, and the relational nature of this ministry.


