




Mary, Mother of Captives
Your Son came to proclaim liberty
Soften our captive hearts

Hardened by distrust and judgement
Give us grace to see the dignity of all
The captives, the captors, the survivors, the families 
By your example, teach us to be gentle 

Show us how to be restorers of peace and 
wholeness

By your example, teach us the gift of persistent patience
Show us how to listen to the unheard, the guilty, the                                                                                         
innocent, the forgotten

Mother of Captives 
Inspire us, move us, be with us. 
Amen.



Image from the Vatican

GENERAL FEEDBACK:

Incarcerated Black man (50-years-old) from Kenya indicated that there aren't 
many black people at Masses, and he longed for more diversity in the U.S. 
Church. Felt Masses in Kenya were more joyful than here. Doesn't feel as 
welcome in local churches vs. Kenyan churches. He would like the music to be 
more spirited and uplifting. Though a baptized and confirmed Catholic, he hasn't 
found a parish yet where he feels at home. He participates in Catholic chaplaincy 
services on the inside for now.
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GENERAL FEEDBACK:

Incarcerated Spanish-speaking man (51-years-old) indicated that he would often 
attend Protestant services over Catholic for the lively music. Mourns the loss of 
regular participation in sacraments due to Covid limitations. When on the outside, 
even when high, he would attend Mass at St. James Cathedral. Loved the music. 
Felt welcome there. Helped out with homeless ministry. He would like the Church 
to be more accepting of others.
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Incarcerated Spanish-speaking man (49-years-old) indicated that music is critical 
to drawing his participation in church services. Participates in weekly Eucharist, 
but doesn't feel comfortable with confession. Hopes to be confirmed while 
incarcerated. Worries about how the Church on the outside will treat/receive him 
as a felon. He is leery of being judged. Feels like he "belongs" to the Church on 
the inside, due to chaplaincy program, but doesn't feel he belongs on the outside. 
Feels like an outsider.
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Incarcerated Native American man (21-years-old) loves smudging services, but 
participates in Catholic services on the inside because his rituals are not offered. 
Not a Catholic, but enjoys meeting with the Catholic chaplain and attending 
Catholic services. He describes feeling peaceful when engaged with the Catholic 
Church on the inside. He wants to keep walking on the right path – and keep 
listening to the Spirit as opposed to the devil. 
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Incarcerated White woman (65-years-old) feels very much a part of the Church 
because of the chaplain and the priest who comes to the prison to offer Mass. 
Participates in weekly services, monthly confession, and weekly communion 
while incarcerated. She feels welcomed and accepted by the visiting priests who 
come to the prison, but she is concerned that she will not find the same kind of 
welcome and acceptance from an outside parish. She is grateful to the chaplain 
who helped her come to the faith and accompanied her on a journey toward 
forgiving herself and others. She hopes to continue with bible study and find a 
new faith community when she gets out.
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Incarcerated White woman (36-years-old) is in the process of becoming a 
Catholic. She is looking forward to being in full communion with the Church. 
Beyond participation in Catholic chaplaincy on the inside, she additionally prays 
the rosary and engages in catechism and bible study. She finds that the rosary 
brings her so much peace. In fact, she cites the rosary as what brought her to the 
decision to become Catholic. Mary is more approachable for her than God. She is 
so excited to become a Catholic and have a bishop come to the prison to confer 
the sacrament. That will be a most special day for her.
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Incarcerated White woman (42-years-old) says that, while not Catholic, she feels 
he is part of the Church. She was disappointed by how much Covid hindered her 
ability to fully participate in church life. She finds joy in praying the rosary. She 
finds Catholic chaplaincy on the inside brings her peace. She wants to pray more 
and looks forward to when she can attend Mass with her family. Interested in 
becoming a Catholic.



Do you feel part of a larger faith community?
● Not in America (from Kenya) 

Are you involved with more than one faith community in your 
correctional/detention facility (i.e., Catholic, Jewish, Baptist,etc.)?

If so, which faith communities are you currently involved with? 
● Muslims, Crossroads Bible Institute, only Catholic but Islam and Jewish faiths 

get good food (halla, you get chicken) 
● I serve and attend both Catholic and Christian services regularly. 
● Go to Protestant Service - they have a band 

Do you have access to the Sacraments at your correctional/detention facility? 

If so, how often do you receive the Sacraments? 
● 1x/month, 1x/weekly 



Which Sacraments do you participate in?
● Mass, Eucharist services,

Are you actively involved in faith based serves at your correctional/detention 
facility (i.e., choir member, reader, bible study participant, etc)? 

●  Chapel clerk, Altar server

What are some obstacles that are keeping you from experiencing your faith (i.e., 
access to the Sacraments, resources, etc.)? 

● Covid restrictions, health, not very social, access to Sacraments, schooling, Catechism 
for newcomers

● None, my faith is connected to the Holy Spirit.  My faith comes from my heart. 
● Sometimes I have questions and there is no one here to answer them, especially when 

we are in lockdown. 



What steps in the Spirit inviting us to take in order to grow in our journeying together? 
● Humility 
● Participation would grow if we all pitched in. 
● A Sincere look at our inner selves would be the most helpful. 
● To overcome Covid
● Acceptance and forgiveness of people in prison and to be on the streets where people need 

help. 
● Stop judging people, mistakes happen, forgiveness is real
● The Spirit is inviting us to take steps together to pray with and for one another. Then we go 

outside of the church to serve, love and invite others into a relationship with Jesus. 
● “Be the change you want to see in others. Love, compelling love with self to do right by God 

and others. To love in the face of hate. To love despite persecutions” (Ghandi). 
● Like to stay in the word of God, the Bible, from there I get my steps. 



Other comments: 
● More access to a Padre to come to the prisons to hear confession
● Would like Perpetual Adoration and rosary 
● Controversy in the church between traditionalists and charismatics 
● Volunteers to be available during the weekday
● Better access to resources
● Grow diversity 
● Tell the Pope I love him!



COMMON THEMES: 
- Will former inmates be welcomed into our faith communities 

post-incarceration?  
- Need for good and welcoming music
- Forgiveness/Judgement 
- People of other faiths feel welcomed 

“We must personally reach out to the peripheries, to those who have left the Church, 
those who rarely or never practice their faith, those who experience poverty or 

marginalization, refugees, the excluded, the voiceless, etc.” - Synod Handbook, 4.1 



Steps after Synodal listening sessions: 

June 1st - all data and surveys returned to CPMC
June 15th - Summarize data into report 
June 30th + 
How to integrate results from report into the everyday 
life of CPMC? 



 How to Listen to those on the Margins: 
1) Collect Data 

a) Use a survey to gather responses from the men, women and children we 
serve impacted by carceral system. (Google Forms, Survey Monkey etc)

b) If able, facilitate an in-person group using the survey questions as a guide. 
c) Listening through art 

2) Report Data 
i) Your diocesan Synod Coordinator 
ii) CPMC 

(1) Send via email to: info@catholicprisonministries.org 

iii) NACC office
(i) National Association of Catholic Chaplains  

CPMC - Synod Responses
4915 S. Howell Ave., Suite 501
Milwaukee, WI 53207-5939



Suggested questions for in-person listening sessions…
● Do you feel welcomed and/or supported by the Catholic faith 

community? 
● What do you think would make your faith community better? How can 

the local parish or (arch)diocese support you?  
● What are some obstacles that are keeping you from experiencing your 

faith (i.e., sacramental support, limited resources, volunteers, training, 
correctional environment/policies, etc.)?

● What can you do to make your faith and your faith community stronger? 
● What steps does the Spirit invite us to take in order to grow in our 

journeying together?
Synod Handbook 



Synod resources:
 
● https://www.synod.va/en.html
● https://leadershiproundtable.org/
● https://www.usccb.org/synod
● https://www.archspm.org/synod/
● https://www.synod.va/content/dam/synod/document/com

mon/phases/Suggested-tools-for-reflecting-sharing.pdf
● https://www.usccb.org/resources/creating-culture-encou

nter-guide-joyful-missionary-disciples
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Together, 
listening 
to the 
Holy Spirit, 
let us be 
led by God
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We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 
as we gather together in Your name. 
With You alone to guide us, 
make Yourself at home in our hearts; 
Teach us the way we must go 
and how we are to pursue it. 

We are weak and sinful; 
do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance 
lead us down the wrong path 
nor partiality influence our actions. 

Let us find in You our unity 
so that we may journey together 
to eternal life and not stray 
from the way of truth and what is right. 

All this we ask of You, who are at work 
in every place and time, in the 
communion of the Father and the Son, 
forever and ever. Amen.




